Life in the West seen
through Asian Eyes
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What a Child? Think!

How to know whether you are ready to have children

Last week, | read a humorous article in a newspaper and | thought
| would like to share it with you. This article is meant for married couples who
are thinking of having children. It describes to them what it means to have

children and to try these tests before really deciding to have kids.
The Mess Test

Smear food on the sofa and curtains in your neat and tidy room.
Place a piece of fried fish behind the table and leave if for a long time for it to

start stinking. This is what having children will do to your nice living room.
The Toy Test

Buy a lot of small, sharp edge little toys and spread then all over
the house. Put on a blindfold and try to walk from the bedroom to the
kitchen or to the living room. This is what having children will do because at
night, in the dark, you will step on those shart toys which are all over the
place and you are not supposed to cry out will pain because you might wake
up the child and he would not go back to sleep for a long time, wanting you

to play with these toys.
The Shopping Test

Borrow 2 small animals (goats are best) and take them with you
when you shop. Always keep them in sight and pay for anything they eat and

damage. This is what happens when you take the children with you when you



go shopping and they run and dash in the shops accidentally spilling things,

breaking objects or putting food in their mouths without paying for it.
The Dressing Test

Obtain one large, unhappy, live octopus. Stuff into a small bag
with holes making sure all the arms stay inside the bag. This is how it feels
when you are trying to dress a small, wriggling, slippery child who do not

what to get dressed.
The Feeding Test

Obtain a large plastic jug. Fill half way with water. Suspend from
the ceiling with a cord, down to the length of where a small child might sit at
the dinning table. Start the jug swinging. Try to insert spoonfuls of soggy rice
into the mouth of the jug while pretending that the spoon in an airplane
trying to land in the mouth and making silly airplane noises. Now, whatever
you have managed to put into the jug dump the contents on the floor. This is

how it happens when you are trying to feed a child who will not stay still.
The Night Test

Prepare by obtaining a small cloth bag and fill it with 8 to 12
pounds of sand. Sock it thoroughly in water so that it is the weight of a small
child. About 4 p.m. when you come back home from work, hold the bag and
begin to waltz and hum to the bag until 9 p.m. Lay down your bag and set
your alarm clock for 10 p.m. Get up, pick up your bag and sing every song
that you have ever heard. Make up about a dozen more if you have exhausted

every song and sing these new ones until 4 a.m. Set alarm for 5 a.m. Get up



and start all over againg. This is how your sleep pattern will be for the next

couple of years.
The Automobile Test

Forget about buying a luxury car. Get and old rickety station
wagon. Then buy a chocolate ice cream, come and put it in the glove
compartment. Leave it there to melt and make every thing sticky. Get a coin
and stick it into the cassette player. Take a big packet of biscuits, smash
them into tinny bits and sprinkle them in the back seat. Take a nail and

scratch it on the sides of the car. This is how your car will be for a long time.
The Money Test

Go to the nearest medicine shop. Take out your walled and give
whatever money you have to the salesman. Do it many, many times. Now go
to the nearest supermarket. Go to the office there and tell the manager that
he will be receiving your monthly salary every month instead of it being
deposited in your bank. This is what happens when you have of always buy
medicines for the children and food and other child related items at the
supermarket. Whatever you earn is never enough to buy all the things that

children need.
The Final Test

Buy a newspaper every day and never read it. Buy a valuable book
and spill milk on it. Finally, take a lookat your smooth, unlined face and
imagine it full of worry lines, tired, unslept with no time to comb your hair

and take a look at your smart fashionalble clothes and imagine what dirty,



sticky little fingers can do to them.

If you think you can pass all these tests with flying colours, then
you are ready to have children. If these scare you off, better think twice about

having kids.

Only in the West would they think of writing articles like this.
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